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Joe N. Webb a candidate for Greene County
Board of Education, District 5

To the Citizens of
District 5,

My name is Joe N.

Webb, and I am a candidate

for the Greene County

Board of Education repre-

senting District 5. I am

seeking this position to

bring fresh vision and in-

novative ideas that will in-

spire and motivate our

students to reach their

fullest potential.

I am a proud 1982 grad-

uate of Eutaw High School

and earned my bachelor’s

degree in criminal justice

from the University of

Phoenix. My life and ca-

reer have been dedicated to

serving Greene County and

investing in our children,

families, and community.

For 22 years, I worked

for the Greene County

School System in various

roles. I began my career as

the Transportation Supervi-

sor, ensuring safe arrivals

and departures for our stu-

dents. I also worked as a

Parent Involvement Facili-

tator, Substitute Teacher,

Alternative School Instruc-

tor, Behavior Aide, Re-

source Officer/Security

Guard, Maintenance De-

partment and Truancy Of-

ficer. These roles gave me

firsthand experience with

the academic, behavioral,

and safety needs of our stu-

dents.

Currently, I am em-

ployed at the University of

Alabama as a driver for

HEAR-HERE Alabama, a

program that brings health-

care to those with hearing

loss in rural Alabama. I

previously served as the

Coordinator for COVID-

19 Vaccine Education at

the Rural Alabama Preven-

tion Center for three years

under a grant funded by the

State of Alabama. In that

role, I worked to educate

and protect our community

during a critical time.

See Webb, p. 2

Greene County Sheriff

Department reported the

following arrests.

2/27- Deandre Gray

35, of Eutaw, AL was ar-

rested for two count of

menacing, assault 3rd de-

gree, and two counts of ha-

rassment.

3/3- Deeric Gray  35,

of Forkland, AL was ar-

rested for criminal

trespass.

Greene County Sheriff

Department reported the

following incidents.

2/19- Phillis Belcher of

Greene County Industrial

Board reported criminal lit-

tering

2/24- Leroy Peebles re-

ported aggravated theft by

deception.

2/24- Marcus Pearson

reported harassment.

2/24- Vera Brown re-

ported theft of property 3rd

degree, Item Stolen: fe-

male wallet value un-

known, identification cards

value unknown.

3/3- Jerry Scott re-

ported theft of property 1st

degree, Item Stolen: 2025

Chevrolet K1500 White. 

3/4- Wanda Carpenter-

Morrow reported harass-

ment.

3/4- James Gray re-

ported an incident.

3/4- Li’Daisy Thomas

reported unlawful breaking

and entering a vehicle.

Greene County Sheriff

Department reported the

following bonds.

2/27- Daniel Mack was

released on a bond of

$10,000 for hindering

prosecution.

3/7- D e e r i c

Gray was released on a

bond of  $500 for Criminal

trespass.

Sheriff’s Department reports two arrests

Greene County Commission meets, approves way for
the public to support ambulance services

The Greene County

Commission met on Mon-

day, March 9, 2026, for its

regular monthly meeting.

Three commissioners were

present for the roll call:

Garria Spencer, Chair, Ten-

nyson Smith and Allen

Turner. The other two com-

missioners: Latasha John-

son and Roshonda

Summerville arrived late

and participated in the

meeting when they arrived.

The meeting began with

a report from Assistant En-

gineer Culliver who asked

that the Commission ap-

prove a resolution  desig-

nating Noah’s Way as a

county road for repair and

maintenance purposes. The

road is in District 5 and

Commissioner Sum-

merville has been trying

for some time to get the

road designated as a county

road. At the earlier Com-

mission work session the

status of Noah’s Way was

discussed. The Commis-

sioners decided to send the

official decision to the

Commission meeting,

where the resolution was

adopted.

Culliver asked the Com-

mission to approve the

agreement with ALDOT to

pursue the TAP grant to

redo the sidewalks on the

interior of the Old Court-

house Square, now named

for Sheriff Thomas

Gilmore. This project will

compliment the Street

Scape project which was

completed last year by the

City of Eutaw on the out-

side perimeter of the

Thomas Gilmore Square.

The TAP grant which to-

tals over a million dollars

with an 80%  state grant

and 20% matching for en-

gineering and construction,

will redo all of the interior

sidewalks on the square.

This will make it easier for

the many people who use

this pathway to exercise

and stay healthy.

The third item on the

agenda, which dealt with

approving a contract for a

Water Park Administration

and Engineering firm, to

help design a “splash pad

for children” was tabled.

The Commission ap-

proved travel for the Engi-

neer and Assistant

Engineer to attend a train-

ing conference on May 5

and 6 at Perdido Beach.

The next item was added

to the agenda at the meet-

ing. Legal Counsel Mark

Parnell proposed that the

commission could estab-

lish an account, under the

Commission’s General

Fund, where individuals

and businesses could con-

tribute to support the am-

bulance service and have

their contribution be tax

deductible, since the Com-

mission and the ambulance

service are public corpora-

tions - providing a service

not trying to be for-profit.

The resolution creating a

fund for contributions to

the ambulance service was

approved.

See Commission, p. 7

Greene County Health Systems launches 
Career Tech Program

By Maya Quinn
Managing Editor

Thursday, March 5th,

Greene County Hospital

launched its career tech

program for Eutaw High

School students with the

induction of seven stu-

dents. Hospital Adminis-

trator Rodgerick Williams

welcomed students, along

with Chief Nursing Officer

Lakisha Gill and Nicole

Henley, director of nursing

at the Greene County Nurs-

ing Home. The goal of the

program is to prepare stu-

dents for employment op-

portunities and address the

ongoing rural healthcare

crisis in the community.

Retention of students is

essential to reshaping the

culture of Greene County

Health Systems. Each sum-

mer, students may experi-

ence a phenomenon known

as “brain drain”: a lack of

academic stimulation that

leads to learning loss.

Greene County Health

Systems aims to combat

that with the career tech

program. Henley stated

that the program aims to

provide students with in-

valuable work experience

to equip them for positions

here in Greene County.

Students practiced com-

pleting applications, draft-

ing resumes, and handling

other daily tasks for intro-

ductory positions across

disciplines. The program's

staff and teachers are

bridging a gap by ensuring

that students have the nec-

essary soft skills to be em-

ployed in college or imme-

diately after graduation. 

GCHS, p. 2

March 14, 2026 Charity Day at Palace Live
On 61st Anniversary of Bloody
Sunday, worries about the 
future of voting rights and 
calls to action
By Kim Chandler, Associated Press and 
other sources

People crossing the Edmund Pettus bridge on
Sunday

SELMA, Ala. (AP) — Sixty-one years after state

troopers attacked Civil Rights marchers on the Edmund

Pettus Bridge in Selma, thousands gathered in the Al-

abama city this weekend amid new concerns about the

future of the Voting Rights Act.The March 7, 1965, vi-

olence that became known as Bloody Sunday shocked

the nation and helped spur passage of the landmark leg-

islation that dismantled barriers to voting for Black

Americans in the Jim Crow South.

See Bloody Sunday, p. 8

After a president-filled celebration,
Rev. Jesse Jackson's family 
gathers for an intimate homegoing
By The Associated Press

Private family funeral for Rev. Jesse Jackson

CHICAGO — A day after former presidents, sitting

governors and local Chicago residents alike attended a

vibrant, televised celebration for the late Rev. Jesse

Jackson Sr., the family and friends who knew him best

hosted a more intimate gathering Saturday to grieve the

civil rights leader at his organization's headquarters.

The private memorial service at the Rainbow PUSH

Coalition's headquarters on the South Side of Chicago

includes only a few hundred attendees, most of whom

are family members, allies and confidants. The home-

going is meant as a capstone to a week of services held

across the country.

See Rev. Jesse Jackson, p. 6

Iran War already increasing gas
prices, mortgage rates 
President Donald Trump said he wasn’t concerned

about rising gas prices, despite celebrating how low
prices were during the State of the Union. 

By Joe Jurado, NewsOne

Higher gas prices on gas station sign

Last week, President Donald Trump shocked the

world when he authorized targeted strikes against Iran

while still negotiating terms over Iran’s nuclear capa-

bilities. The consequences for this war are already

being felt stateside as gas prices and mortgage rates

have increased. 

See Gas Prices, p. 6

President Trump refuses to sign
bills until SAVE America 
Act passes 
By NewsOne staff

On Sunday, President Donald Trump posted on so-

cial media that he wouldn’t sign any more legislation

unless Congress passes the SAVE America Act. 

According to NPR, Trump took to Truth Social, de-

manding that the SAVE America Act “be done imme-

diately” and “supersedes everything else.” While

Republicans have tried to position the SAVE America

Act as a simple voter ID bill, the changes the bill would

make to voting would disenfranchise millions. 

See SAVE America, p. 6

Lakisha Gills, Nicole Henley, and Rodgerick Williams are pictured in the 
nursing home waiting room. 



Carol Zippert’s Poetry Books Available

Signed  copies of 
Carol P. Zippert’s second book of 

poetry are available through 
the Greene County Democrat

Meeting Myself ‘Round The Corner
published by 

New South Books, Montgomery, AL 

Carol’s first book, 
I Don’t Want To Be Rich, Just Able

is also available through the Democrat

Please Send

______ Copies of poetry book, Meeting Myself ‘Round The Corner, at
$20; plus $5.00 shipping & handling to: 

______ Copies of poetry book, I Don’t  Want To Be Rich, Just Able
at $20; plus $5.00 shipping & handling to:

Name________________________________________

Address______________________________________

_______________________________________
Mail to Carol P. Zippert, P.O. Box 82; Eutaw, Alabama 35462

GIANT KILLERS: MORE THAN TWO (2) BILLION DOLLARS 
FOR CLIENTS

We, Chestnut, Sanders & Sanders, have won more than two (2)
Billion – that’s billions not millions - of dollars for our clients.  We
take on the giants – giant insurance companies, giant corpora-
tions, giant governments, etc.  We are the Giant Killers.  You need
the Giant Killers to fight the giants when you have an injury from
an auto accident or other harm.  

Call Chestnut, Sanders and Sanders at 334-526-4531Call Chestnut, Sanders and Sanders at 334-526-4531

Specifically, if you have any of these injuries, call the Giant Killers.

ROUNDUP – Non Hodgkin’s Lymphoma Cancer - Call the Giant
Killers.
HERNIA MESH – Problems from hernia mesh implant - Call the
Giant Killers.
TALCUM POWDER, BABY POWDER & SHOWER TO SHOWER
BODY POWDER – These products may cause Ovarian Cancer –
Call the Giant Killers.
IVC FILTER – IVC Filters to treat embolism may cause breathing
problems and death – Call the Giant Killers.
LUNG CANCER – Lung Cancer may be caused by various 
chemical products in the work place – Call the Giant Killers.
SEVERE LUNG DISEASE – Severe Lung disease may be caused
by exposure to various chemical products in the work place - 
Call the Giant Killers.
XARELTO – If you took the blood thinner Xarelto and suffered 
serious bleeding – Call the Giant Killers.
PELVIC MESH/TRANSVAGINAL MESH IMPLANTS – If you had a
pelvic mesh implant following a hysterectomy or to treat pelvic
organ prolapsed and/or urinary stress incontinence – Call the
Giant Killers.

Don’t wait, Call the Giant Killers at 
Chestnut, Sanders & Sanders, LLC @ 334-526-4531.

Disclaimer
These recoveries and testimonials are not an indication of future results.  Every case is
different regardless of what friends, family or other individuals say about what a case is
worth.  Each case must be evaluated on its own facts and circumstances as they apply
to the law.  The valuation of a case depends on the facts, the injuries, the jurisdiction,
the venue, the witnesses, the parties and the testimony among other factors.  Further-
more, No representation that the quality of legal services to be performed are greater
than the services performed by other lawyers.

Poetry Book Order Form
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Renaissance 
Theater Multiplex Center-Eutaw

205) 496-0908

eutawrenaissance.theatre@gmail.com
Saturday March 21, 2026

Movie this weekend 
America’s Civil Rights merica’s Civil Rights 

Movement: Movement: 
Eyes On The PrizeEyes On The Prize

Free Admission Free Admission 

at 5:00 p.m.

March 15- Mount Olive
Missionary Baptist
Church, Boligee, will cele-
brate Men’s Day on Sun-
day March 15, at 11:00
a.m. Rev. Brian Croom,
pastor of New Light Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
Clinton,  will be the guest
speaker.  The public is in-
vited. Rev. John C. Glass,
Jr., Pastor.

March 15- Greater St.

Luke  Worship Center will
host their  Pastor Appreca-
tion  for Pastor Michael
Barton at  3:00 p.m.  Rev.
Antroy Gavin  of Greater
First Baptist Baton Rough,
LA. will serve as guest
speaker. The public is in-
vited.

March 28- Mt. Zoar
Missionary Baptist Church
Boligee, AL will host a

Love Program for Minsiter
Gloria Cullbert at 5:00
p.m. Sponsored by the
Missionary Gospel Singer
for more information con-
tact Bro. Eddie Pippen
205-301-0330, Bro. James
Crawford 205-500-3649,
Sis. Jerdina Grays 205-
346-3926 or Rev. Edward
Culbert at 205-609-8520.

Community Calendar

The Greene County Board Of Education

will meet in a REGULAR MEETING 
on Thursday, March 12, 2026

@ 4:30 p.m.in the Central Office 
Auditorium

Webb

Carol’s Notes

A Tribute for Women’s History Month

God Created Woman

And God created Woman
A being longing to be 
everything to everybody
knowing very well this is
something beyond her gifts

And God created Woman
A being deeply touched 
by the pain of others
knowing very well this is
something she cannot lift

And God created Woman
A being determined to resolve
all conflicts and confusion
knowing very well this is
something she cannot heal

And God created Woman
A being committed to seek
justice and equity for all
knowing very well this is
something beyond her power

And God created Woman
A being so filled with love
so consumed with compassion
so willing to sacrifice and risk
knowing very well that 
God is on her side

And God created Woman
A being humbled in leadership
That God said: You are filled with grace
Move through these struggles  
Move through your Faith

Carol Prejean Zippert

Lakisha Gill highlighted the importance of programs like these in preparing students
for clinical and professional schools. Alongside patient care tech training, students are
developing key employability skills, including communication, self-management, digital
literacy, teamwork, and problem-solving. The program will partner with Wallace Com-
munity College’s LPN (licensed practical nurse) program and Workforce Alabama to
procure stipends for students. “These kids need to be involved in something,” Gill stated,
“we need to give back as a unit to the students here.” Upon completion of CNA (certified
nursing assistant) training, students will be offered CNA positions in the Greene County
Health System.

Williams is also working closely with the UAB Alabama Rural Health Collaborative
to decrease rural hospital bypass, the tendency of residents to seek care beyond their
closest hospital. The collaborative will help the hospital procure funds for new imaging
equipment and a surgery suite. Williams asserted that these improvements are imperative
to serve Greene County’s residents better. A study from the University of North Car-
olina’s Rural Health Research Program found that traveling beyond the local hospital
for care in rural areas is associated with higher inpatient mortality rates. In emergencies
such as sepsis, rural hospital bypass can lead to patients missing a critical period of care
that means the difference between life and death. 

Rural bypass behaviors result in a significant loss of revenue for the hospital. Revenue
loss leads to a detrimental cascading effect, leaving hospitals understaffed. Understaffing
means the hospital will lack key services such as critical illness care and obstetrics.
Greene County Health Systems is not a for-profit institution and relies on county mem-
bers to keep its doors open. Williams urges community members to use the hospital for
all their care needs and not just emergencies, “to make sure that in this rural environment
they can get service in their golden hour of need.”

GCHS

In addition to my profes-
sional experience, I am
Pastor of New Generation
Community Outreach Cen-
ter and have served as
President of the PTA at
Greene County High
School and Carver Middle
School. My community
service also includes serv-
ing on the Children’s Pol-
icy Council Board, the
Greene County Parks and
Recreation Board, Greene
County DHR Policy Coun-
cil Board, and as both a
member and president of
several other local organi-
zations throughout Greene
County.

My vision for our school
system is to provide a suc-
cessful and productive
learning environment for
our students. This can be
achieved by:

▪ Housing students
in safe and secure build-
ings

▪ Increasing parent
and community involve-
ment

▪ Giving teachers
tools and resources to mo-
tivate students

I will work diligently
alongside the Superintend-
ent and fellow Board mem-

bers to ensure that both stu-
dents and teachers have the
tools, resources, and sup-
port they need to succeed.

Strong schools build
strong communities. I re-
spectfully ask for your sup-
port and your vote on May
19, 2026, as we work to-
gether to strengthen the fu-
ture of Greene County.

Joe N. Webb
Candidate, Greene

County 
Board of

Education – District 5
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C o m e  J o i n  U s  F or  C h a r i t y  D ayC o m e  J o i n  U s  F o r  C h a r i t y  D ay

Support Local Charities by
Supporting Simulcast- Greyhounds,  Horses & HHR machine
Charity Day grants support school projects and field
trips,  volunteer fire departments,  youth leadership 

projects,  community healthy projects,  youth recreation,
Greene County Charities.

Sponsored by Greene County R acing Commission
Linette Brown, Donald Means,  Morris Hardy

S a t u r d ay, M a r c h  1 4 , 2 0 2 6S a t u r d ay, M a r c h  1 4 , 2 0 2 6

PALACE
LIVE
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Marc Morial, President
an CEO, National Urban
League

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
"Nashville prepared me. If
it hadn't been for
Nashville, I would not be
the person I am now."  –
Congressman John Lewis

Nashville’s streets have
long carried the echoes of
America’s most disciplined
and courageous
civil-rights activism. It
was here, in 1960, that stu-
dents from local colleges
launched a sit-in campaign
so strategic and unwaver-
ing that it became a na-
tional blueprint for
nonviolent resistance.
Their actions not only
made Nashville the first
major Southern city to de-
segregate its lunch coun-
ters—they shaped the
moral and tactical core of
the civil-rights movement
and helped forge the lead-
ership of icons like John
Lewis and Diane Nash.
Nashville’s history is not
just remembered; it is
lived, embedded in the
city’s identity, and carried
forward by every new gen-
eration confronting injus-
tice.

This enduring legacy
was powerfully present
when I visited Nashville
this week to announce that
the city will host this sum-
mer’s National Urban
League Conference. The
annual gathering—one of
the country’s most influen-
tial convenings on
civil-rights, economic em-
powerment, and racial jus-
tice—will bring thousands
of leaders, advocates, and
changemakers to a city
whose past and present
make it uniquely posi-
tioned to shape the nation’s
democratic future.
Nashville is not simply a
venue; it is a living testa-
ment to movement build-
ing itself.

Today, the city continues
to stand at the crossroads
of democracy and civil
rights. Tennessee has be-
come a testing ground for
voter suppression, and
Nashville has been central
to pushing back. It was
Nashville’s own dynamic
young legislator, Justin
Jones, who—along with

Justin J. Pearson of Mem-
phis and Gloria Johnson of
Knoxville—drew national
attention to the intertwined
crises of gun violence and
racism by leading a
gun-safety protest directly
on the House floor. Local
activists have fought tire-
lessly against gerryman-
dering schemes that
fracture Black political
representation. And when
state lawmakers attempted
to slash Nashville’s Metro
Council in half, the city
took the battle all the way
to the Tennessee Supreme
Court, where the fight for
fair governance continues.

It is this spirit of resist-
ance, courage, and collec-
tive determination that will
energize the thousands at-
tending the National Urban
League Conference. As
leaders confront an ongo-
ing assault on racial justice
and equal opportunity, they
will do so in a place where
ordinary citizens have re-
peatedly reshaped the na-
tional conversation through
their willingness to stand
up—and stand together.

Nashville’s example is
reflected in cities across
the country. In Minneapo-
lis, residents braved tear
gas, pepper spray, and sub-
zero temperatures to
protest lawless immigra-
tion enforcement. In New
York City, home the Na-
tional Urban League’s
headquarters, leaders con-
tinue to mount a
multi-front pushback
against federal overreach,
from unlawful militariza-
tion to crackdowns on im-
migrant communities,
while strengthening sanc-
tuary protections and reaf-
firming commitments to
diversity and inclusion.

Taken together, these
local efforts form a na-
tional mosaic of demo-
cratic resilience. Each
city—through lawsuits, or-
ganizing, public-policy in-
novation, and mass
protest—has played a vital
role in defending voting
rights and upholding the
rule of law.

In an era defined by
rapid political shifts and
escalating threats to demo-
cratic norms, the future of
American democracy does
not rest in Washington
alone. It lives in cities like
Nashville, where history
meets activism, and where
the work of building a
more just and equitable na-
tion persists—one protest,
one policy, one gathering at
a time. This summer’s Na-
tional Urban League Con-
ference will honor that
legacy and propel it for-
ward.

By Ben Jealous

Last week I wrote about
something my father, who
is white, has said for years:
when many white Ameri-
cans hear the phrase “white
privilege,” they respond by
listing all the ways their
lives have been hard. But if
you talk about “white ad-
vantage,” the conversation
changes.  Advantage is
measurable. It doesn’t
erase suffering. It simply
acknowledges that race
still tilts the system.

After that column ran,
readers reached out asking
me to elaborate. 

To understand why, we
have to go back to the be-
ginning of the American
story.

Early in colonial Amer-
ica, poor Europeans and
enslaved Africans some-
times recognized that they
shared a common predica-
ment. They ran away to-
gether. They rebelled
together. For a brief mo-

ment in our history, work-
ing people across color
lines sometimes saw each
other as allies rather than
enemies.

That possibility deeply
unsettled the people who
held power. So over time,
colonial elites built a sys-
tem designed to prevent
that unity. Europeans were
given small advantages—
permission to carry
weapons, positions in mili-
tias, small measures of au-
thority over enslaved
Africans.  At the same
time, racial contempt was
deliberately cultivated be-
tween the groups.

Racism itself became a
tool of political
control.  The wedge
worked. In many ways, it
still does.

White communities
across  America are hurt-
ing. Factories have closed.
Life expectancy for many
working-class Americans
has fallen. Addiction and
suicide have devastated en-
tire towns.

Acknowledging white
advantage doesn’t deny
any of that.

It simply says this: if two
people walk into the same
job interview with the
same résumé, race still af-
fects the outcome. If two
families try to build wealth
across generations, race
still shapes the odds. Social
scientists have measured
this for years. In a well-

known study,  Princeton
sociologist Devah Pager
sent out identical résumés
to employers.

Applicants with tradi-
tionally white-sounding
names received far more
callbacks than those with
Black-sounding names,
even when their qualifica-
tions were the same.

Suffering and advantage
can exist at the same time.

My father understood
something many activists
forget: language can open
conversations, or it can
shut them down.

For decades he worked
with thousands of men—
mostly white—helping
them confront trauma and
take responsibility for their
actions. He saw how
quickly people shut down
when they feel their suffer-
ing is being dismissed.

That’s the predica-
ment. The reality of racial
advantage is undeniable.
But the language we use to
describe it sometimes
pushes away the very peo-
ple who need to be part of
the solution.

Rev. Jesse Jackson un-
derstood this better than
anyone.  His Rainbow
Coalition was built on a
simple insight: racism has
long been the oldest politi-
cal wedge in America. Di-
vide working people by
race and those in power
stay secure. But if working
people across racial lines

ever truly unite, the coali-
tion would be powerful
enough to transform the
country.

The opposite of racism
isn’t just tolerance. It’s sol-
idarity. Our history shows
both possibilities. At times
we have been divided by
race so completely that we
could barely see our shared
interests. At other mo-
ments—Reconstruction,
the labor movement, the
civil rights era—we have
glimpsed what multiracial
democracy can look like.

That history should give
us hope. Because if racism
was built to divide us, it
can also be dismantled.

Rev. Jesse Jackson spent
a lifetime trying to show us
what comes next. When
working people finally re-
fuse the wedge—when we
stand together from union
halls to houses of worship,
from big cities to small
towns—the coalition that
emerges will be stronger
than the politics that have
kept us apart for genera-
tions.

Ben Jealous is a profes-
sor of practice at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania
and former national presi-
dent and CEO of the
NAACP. He also served as
the founding director of
Amnesty International
USA’s domestic human
rights program.

By Julianne Malveaux

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
Every March, Women’s
History Month brings a fa-
miliar rhythm of celebra-
t i o n — p a n e l s ,
proclamations, and tributes
to pioneers who shattered
glass ceilings. Those sto-
ries matter. But if we are
honest, the story of women
in America cannot be told
without confronting an-
other truth: this nation has
been built, quite literally,
on the backs of Black
women.

From the earliest days of
the republic, Black
women’s labor has been
both indispensable and in-
visible. Enslaved women
worked fields, cooked
meals, nursed children, and
produced wealth they
would never see. Their
bodies were exploited for
labor and reproduction
alike. Even after emancipa-
tion, many were pushed
into the lowest-paid
work—domestic labor,
laundry, caregiving—while
their own families strug-
gled to survive.

Economists often talk
about productivity and
growth as if they emerge

from neutral markets. But
the American economy
was built on coerced labor
and unequal pay structures
whose echoes remain
today. Black women re-
main among the most reli-
able workers in the labor
force—and among the
most underpaid.

Black women working
full time are typically paid
about  64 cents for every
dollar paid to white, non-
Hispanic men. Over the
course of a career, that gap
can cost the average Black
woman a million dollars or
more in lost earnings and
wealth. Because Social Se-
curity benefits are calcu-
lated from lifetime
earnings, lower wages also
translate into  smaller re-
tirement benefits, com-
pounding inequality long
after women leave the
workforce.

The devaluation of
Black women does not
stop at wages. When a so-
ciety treats a group’s labor
as expendable, it often
treats their lives the same
way. The same systems
that underpay Black
women also too often crim-
inalize and punish them.

Consider the case of
Kemba Smith.

As a Hampton Univer-
sity student,   Smith re-
ceived a 24-year federal
sentence because her abu-
sive boyfriend was in-
volved in drug trafficking.
She had no prior record
and was not accused of vi-
olence. Yet the system
treated her as fully respon-
sible for the actions of a
man. After serving six

years, she received
clemency from Bill Clin-
ton. Her case helped ex-
pose the cruelty of
mandatory minimum sen-
tencing and the ways Black
women are often punished
for proximity to men’s
crimes.

Smith’s story is not an
anomaly. Across American
history, Black women have
borne the consequences of
policies and practices de-
signed without them in
mind.

More than a century ago,
educator and activist Nan-
nie Helen Burroughs
warned that when society
devalues Black women, the
entire nation suffers. She
understood that the
progress of women could
not be measured only by
the advancement of the
privileged. It had to be
measured by the condition
of those at the bottom.

That lesson remains
painfully relevant.

Black women are still
paid less than white men
and white women. They
carry disproportionate stu-
dent debt. They are more
likely to be primary bread-
winners while also provid-
ing unpaid care to children,
elders, and communities.
In politics, they remain
among the most loyal de-
fenders of democratic par-
ticipation, organizing,
voting, and mobilizing
communities even when
the policies that follow
rarely center their needs. In
recent elections, Black
women voters have been
among the most decisive
forces protecting demo-

cratic participation itself.
Yet Black women con-

tinue to organize, lead, and
save this country from its
worst instincts.

They did it in the civil
rights movement.   They
did it in the labor move-
ment. They did it in the
fight for voting rights. And
they continue to do it
today.

Women’s History Month
should celebrate achieve-
ment. But celebration
alone is not enough.

If we are serious about
equality, we must confront
a reality that is both histor-
ical and contemporary:
America’s wealth, its
democracy, and much of its
moral progress have been
carried forward on the
labor, loyalty, and sacrifice
of Black women.

For centuries this nation
has relied on their work,
their votes, their organiz-
ing, and their resilience—
while paying them less,
protecting them less, and
too often ignoring them al-
together.

So this Women’s History
Month, let’s move beyond
the flowers, the panels, and
the polite applause.  Don’t
just celebrate women.  Pay
them.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is
a DC based economist and
author. Reach her at
www..juliannemalveaux.co
m.   Subscribe to her
newsletter at
malveauxnewsletter@gmai
l.com

Women’s History Month: Built on
Black Women’s Backs 

The White Privilege Predicament

Nashville, an epicenter of
resistance against 

authoritarianism, will be the
scene of National Urban

League's 2026 Conference 

All must die, but legends live on 

Barbara Reynolds

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
All must die. But legends
live on.

Few living Americans

embody that truth more
than the Rev. Jesse L. Jack-
son. At a time when public
discourse has become
harsh, when entire commu-
nities are demeaned in po-
litical rhetoric, and when
cruelty often masquerades
as strength, it is vital to re-
member the power of a
voice that demanded
human dignity.

Rev. Jackson was more
than a speaker; he instilled
a generation with self-
worth. His memorable
words — “I Am Some-
body” and “Keep Hope
Alive” — continue to res-

onate. These phrases were
not mere slogans crafted by
consultants. They were
lifelines for the soul, pro-
viding language to children
dismissed in classrooms,
workers denied opportu-
nity, and citizens told—
subtly or bluntly—that
they did not belong. Jack-
son understood a funda-
mental truth: before policy
can change, people must
believe they are worthy of
change.

A Personal Perspective

My perspective comes

not as a distant observer,
but as someone who wrote
Jackson’s first unautho-
rized biography and cov-
ered him as a journalist
beginning in the 1970s,
shortly after the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. I visited his
Chicago home. His wife,
Jacqueline, once took me
to Ethiopia to report on
famine. I witnessed the
movement from the inside;
I was part of it and lived it.

See Barbara Reynolds,
p. 5



The Greene County Democrat, Wednesday, March 11, 2026,  Page  5

Jubilee Once Again. Ju-

bilee is a massive produc-

tion. Jubilee is annual,

meaning it occurs each and

every year. Jubilee was

massive this year, once

again.  Jubilee once again.
This is the 33rd Annual

Bridge Crossing Jubilee. It

grew in attendance from a

couple hundred to tens of

thousands. It grew in

events from a few to

dozens of official events

and many unofficial

events. It grew from being

mostly a local event to a

national event and then an

international event. Jubilee

is massive and far reach-

ing. Jubilee once again.
But this year was differ-

ent. The context was differ-

ent. There was the potential

threat by ICE, the immi-

gration authority. People

from other countries were

very fearful of coming to

America now. How would

the fear of some and the

concern of others impact

on the size, scope and na-

ture of the Jubilee? For the

last few years, Jubilee has

had either a U.S. President

or Vice President in atten-

dance as a draw. This year

there would be neither.

How would this impact the

Jubilee? The democracy

slowly forged over the last

two hundred fifty years is

under active, severe and

progressive attacks. How

would this impact the Ju-

bilee? Trump and Ne-

tanyahu started a war by

attacking the country of

Iran in the middle of prom-

ising negotiations. Would

there be demonstrations?

Was the Jubilee a potential

target of Iran terror attacks

among other things after a

school was bombed by the

United States, killing 165

school children? Yes, the

context for Jubilee was

very, very different. Jubilee
once again

Jubilee 2026 started on

Thursday as usual. I spent

much of the day working

with media issues. I at-

tended only one of many

official events. That was

the Mass Meeting at His-

toric Tabernacle Baptist

Church. This is the official

kickoff event of the Ju-

bilee. I have never missed

the Jubilee Mass Meeting.

Jubilee once again.
In 1963, there was strong

community organizing in

Selma against a really

harsh segregation and a

total denial of voting

rights. It was impossible to

secure a meeting place for

fear of church bombings,

murder and other violent

attacks. But Tabernacle,

under the leadership of

Rev. Louis Lloyd Ander-

son, opened its doors in

spite of these dangers.

That’s why the Jubilee

kicks off each year with

this mass meeting at Taber-

nacle Baptist Church. Ju-
bilee once again.

This Mass Meeting was

filled with a powerful spirit

generated by powerful

words sung, powerful

words spoken and power-

ful prayers prayed. The

spirit of remembrance in-

fused the overarching

spirit. The spirit of hope in-

fused the celebratory mo-

ment. The spirit of

determination infused the

challenges we face in the

moment. It was a truly

powerful way to start the

Jubilee. Jubilee once
again.

On Friday, I spent the

entire morning in a work-

shop dedicated to infusing

Black history into the pub-

lic education curriculum

for our children. I was sup-

posed to facilitate a panel,

but that role got subsumed

by others. Therefore, I

shared the theme of stand-

ing on history so we see

farther and reach higher. I

shared two personal expe-

riences where I stood on

history, seeing farther and

reaching higher. One of the

experiences brought tears

to my eyes even after 70

years because it was so

emotionally painful. I also

worked on media and other

issues and attended the Ju-

bilee Mock Trial even

though I was late.  Jubilee
once again.

On Saturday, Frank Bar-

ragan and I facilitated a

discussion on Black and

Brown peoples uniting

with one another in strug-

gle. There was confusion

about where the Black and

Brown Session would take

place. It was supposed to

be at the Dallas County

Courthouse, but some doc-

uments mistakenly had

stated Tabernacle Baptist

Church as the meeting

place. We finally met at

Tabernacle but time was

cut short. It was still a pow-

erful discussion. Jubilee
once again.

The Freedom Flame

Awards Gala on Saturday

night was very special. The

place was so beautifully

decorated. Awards were

given to a number of wor-

thy persons. Faya Rose

Toure and I presented the

award to Ezra Levin and

Leah Greenberg, founders

of Indivisible. Indivisible

has facilitated millions of

persons participating in

marches at thousands of lo-

cations simultaneously

across the country. They

are truly impactful.  Jubilee
once again.

The personal highlight

of the Freedom Flame

Awards Gala was the sur-

prise Tribute to Faya Rose

Toure at the end of the pro-

gram. Asher HaVon gave a

musical presentation dedi-

cated to Faya. He recently

won the national television

musical contest called

“The Voice.” He talked

about being in Faya’s

Youth group BBAC (Black

Belt Arts and Cultural Cen-

ter) from 13 years of age.

He sung a number of songs

written by Faya and tar-

geted them to his age at

different points in life. I

was joyful for Faya. I was

glad for Asher. I was just

glad and joyful. Jubilee
once again.

Sunday was the Martin

and Coretta King Unity

Breakfast, which I co-

chaired with Dr. James

Mitchell, the recently re-

tired President of Wallace

Community College

Selma. It was challenging

work because there were so

many speakers to be coor-

dinated within a limited

timeframe. Also, I pre-

sented special awards for

Attorney Fred Gray, Sr.

and Rev. Dr. Bernard

Lafayette. Attorney Gray,

at 95 years of age, was un-

able to attend the program.

Dr. Lafayette transitioned

just last week but he was

there in spirit. Fred Gray,

Sr’s son, Fred Gray Jr.

stood in for him. Ainka

Jackson of the Selma Non-

violence Center and De-

Mark Liggins of SCLC

received the award for Dr.

Lafayette because he had

chaired both of their Board

of Directors for many

years.  Jubilee once again.
I then attended the me-

morial program for Rev-

erend Jesse Louis Jackson.

Reverend Jackson’s

youngest son, Yusef Jack-

son, now heads the Rain-

bow PUSH Coalition. He

said that his father valued

the Bridge Crossing Ju-

bilee experience so much

he would have wanted a

service in Selma even after

multiple services in

Chicago, South Carolina

and Washington, D.C. Rev-

erend Jackson said on

many occasions that “every

person should make the

Pilgrimage to Selma annu-

ally.”  Jubilee once again.
I did not participate in

the March across the

Bridge. I cannot stand on

these 83-year-old legs very

long. The Jubilee was pow-

erful in so many ways.

However, there were some

concerning developments

which I will deal with in a

future Sketches. I just want

to share the successful feel-

ing in my spirit for the time

being.  Jubilee once again.

Now on to the Daily
Diary.

SATURDAY, February
28, 2026 –I handled many

matters as I worked into

the night on Jubilee and

other matters. Among oth-

ers, I communicated with

the following: Sharon

Wheeler of Montgomery;

Josephine Curtis of Selma;

Former Alabama State

Senator Malika Fortier;

and Ainka Sanders Jackson

of the Selma Nonviolence

Center and the Bridge

Crossing Jubilee.

SUNDAY – I hosted the

Sunday School Lesson

with Faya Rose Toure of

the Bridge Crossing Ju-

bilee on Facebook Live

and Z105.3 FM Radio Sta-

tion and worked into the

night on various matters.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Demopolis City Council-

man Charles Jones, Jr.;

Fourth Judicial Circuit

Chief Judge Marvin Wig-

gins; Jeannie Frasier of

Philadelphia, Pennsylva-

nia.; Brenda Myles of

Selma; and Annie Pearl

Avery of the Ancient

Africa and Enslavement

Museum.

MONDAY – I handled

many matters, participated

in a press conference and a

Zoom meeting, did an in-

terview with a radio host in

Washington, D.C. and

worked into the night on

Jubilee and other matters.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Television reporter George

McDonald; Montgomery

businessman Frank Jenk-

ins; Lowndes County

School Superintendent

Samita Jeter; Marilyn

Cosby and Karen Jackson

of Selma; Tamika Mason

of Congressman James

Clyburn’s office; Andy

Marks of Washington,

D.C.; Greg Francis of Or-

lando, Florida; Andy

Howlett of Washington,

D.C; Yohance Gregory of

the Bridge Crossing Ju-

bilee; and Reverend Deves

Toon of the National Ac-

tion Network.

TUESDAY – I handled

many matters including

various Jubilee challenges

and worked into the night.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Retired College President

Dr. James Mitchell; For-

mer Alabama Agriculture

and Industry Commis-

sioner Ron Sparks; Christ-

mas Green and Brandon

Wooten of Selma; Greene

County School Superin-

tendent Dr. Timothy Thur-

man; Leo Branch of the

Greene County Board of

Education; Associated

Press Reporter Kim Chan-

dler; and Fred Gray, Jr. of

Tuskegee.

WEDNESDAY – I han-

dled many matters includ-

ing legal and Jubilee

matters, shared dinner with

friends from New Orleans

and worked into the night.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Ted Quant, Florence Wil-

son, Mary Wilson and oth-

ers from New Orleans,

Louisiana; Co-Publishers

of The Greene County De-

mocrat Dr. Carol P. Zippert

and John Zippert; Jennifer

Cole of the staff of Martin

Luther King, III; Richard

Graham of Jefferson

County; Khadijah Ishaq,

Lametrius Dillard, Frank

Blocton, Junior Oliver and

Charlene Williams of

Selma; Priscilla Mitchell of

North Carolina; and Sab-

rina Marie of iHeart Radio.

THURSDAY – This was

the first day of the Bridge

Crossing Jubilee. I handled

many matters, participated

in Jubilee events and

worked into the night.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Latia Parker of the Bridge

Crossing Jubilee; Barbara

Pitts of Decatur. Georgia;

Karen Jones of Mont-

gomery; Law Professor

Emerita Martha Morgan;

Rev Jahmal Sanders of

Selma; Jefferson County

Commissioner Sheila

Tyson concerning her

birthday; K.C. Bailey of

Selma; KeChebe Robinson

of Massachusetts.; and

Frank Barragan of ACIJ

(Alabama Coalition for Im-

migrant Justice).

FRIDAY – I handled

many matters, participated

in Jubilee events and

worked into the night.

Among others, I communi-

cated with the following:

Jane Sapp and Robert Sapp

of Douglasville, Georgia;

Minnesota Attorney Gen-

eral Keith Ellison; Dr.

Robert White of Alabama

State University; Dr.

Rhoda Johnson of

Tuscaloosa; and Latonia

Tisdale of Alabama Power.

EPILOGUE – It is a

special experience to help

create something that

grows in the largest of its

kind in the whole country.

The experience is even

more special when we un-

derstand that “something

brings” all kinds of peoples

together across lines of dif-

ferences from all across the

world. Jubilee once again.

Senate Sketches #2020.....by Hank Sanders
Jubilee Once Again

Barbara Reynolds
Private Struggles and

Public Triumphs
To understand Jackson’s

public ministry, it is neces-

sary to understand his pri-

vate wounds. As a boy in

Greenville, South Carolina,

he endured the stigma of

being born outside of mar-

riage during a period when

such labels carried social

cruelty. He faced threats,

humiliation, and the daily

degradations of segrega-

tion. A white man once

pulled a gun on him for

whistling in his store. A

lesser spirit might have re-

treated inward.

Instead, Jackson ran. A

ninth-grade teacher re-

called that he was always

running for something—

class president, honor soci-

ety, student leadership.

Even when he lost, he ran

as if the act itself was defi-

ance. That instinct to move

forward—boldly and pub-

licly—became the rhythm

of his life.

Jackson’s Emergence in
Chicago

When I began covering

him in Chicago in 1970,

the city still bore scars of

unrest from riots following

Dr. King’s assassination.

Charred buildings stood as

reminders of what despair

can produce. The nation

had lost King, and the

North was discovering that

its racial realities were no

gentler than those of the

South. Black pride surged

alongside deep frustration.

Jackson emerged in that

crucible—charismatic,

camera-ready, unapologet-

ically visible. He was not

merely theatrical; he was

strategic. King had begun

to shift the movement’s

focus from access to own-

ership—from riding the

bus in dignity to owning

the bus. Jackson absorbed

that lesson and expanded

it. Through Operation

PUSH, he combined moral

protest with economic

leverage. Corporations

were pressed to sign agree-

ments to hire and promote

Black employees and stock

Black-owned products.

Churches mobilized con-

sumers. Boycotts became

organized instruments, not

outbursts.

Within a few years, the

results were visible: Black

managers in grocery

chains, Black drivers oper-

ating delivery trucks, and

economic inclusion that

moved beyond symbolism

into payroll.

The Political Impact

Jackson understood that

politics without economics

is hollow. When he ran for

president in 1984 and

1988, the chants of “Run,

Jesse, Run” filled arenas.

Yet he often reminded sup-

porters that he was urging

thousands to run with

him—for sheriff, state leg-

islature, and Congress. His

Rainbow Coalition was not

just racial; it was aspira-

tional. Farmers, laborers,

environmentalists, and stu-

dents—a broad tent of

Americans who believed

democracy should work

for those outside the tradi-

tional corridors of power.

His campaigns surprised

the political establishment.

With limited resources

compared to rivals, he won

millions of votes and ex-

panded the electorate. He

registered new voters and

forced his party to reckon

with constituencies long

treated as peripheral.

Diplomatic Actions and
Recognition

Jackson also showed

daring independence. In

1983, against the caution

of the State Department, he

traveled to Syria to negoti-

ate the release of a cap-

tured U.S. Navy pilot.

Later, he helped secure the

freedom of hostages in

Cuba. He entered diplo-

matic arenas not because

protocol invited him, but

because conscience com-

pelled him.

Over the decades, acco-

lades accumulated: hon-

orary degrees, national

recognition, and the Presi-

dential Medal of Freedom.

Many historians argue that

without the infrastructure

of voter mobilization and

coalition politics Jackson

built, the path to the presi-

dency for Barack Obama

would have been much

steeper.

The Moral Core of
Jackson’s Legacy

Yet, reducing Jackson’s

legacy to electoral mile-

stones would miss its

moral core. He gave

wounded people language

for their worth. In times

when immigrants are de-

scribed as disposable,

when entire nations are dis-

paraged, and when racial

caricatures reappear in dig-

ital form, the need for

moral uplift remains ur-

gent.

In later years, Jackson’s

body showed the frailty of

age and illness. But move-

ments are not confined to

muscle. They endure in

memory, in institutions,

and in generations who

learned to stand straighter

because someone told

them they were somebody.

Conclusion
All must die. But leg-

ends live on—not as nos-

talgia, but as obligation.

We know Rev. Jesse

Jackson changed America.

The larger question is

whether we will continue

with his audacity and

courage to insist on chang-

ing public policy until all

of us are indeed somebody.

Rev. Dr. Barbara
Reynolds is an  author,
journalist, and ordained
minister. Among her books,
she co-authored the mem-
oir, My Life, My Love, My
Legacy with Coretta Scott
King  and authored the bi-
ography, Jesse Jackson,
America's David. 
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"I foresee tomorrow will
represent everything that
Rev. Jackson stood for," the
Rev. Chauncey D. Brown, a
pastor to a Chicago-area
church and mentee of Jack-
son's, said Friday.. "It will
include dignitaries and
icons, as well as many from
where the true power lies,
with the people in the
streets."

Some members of the
public who gathered outside
the PUSH headquarters
were allowed to enter the
chamber.

"Over the last two weeks,
we've been focusing on
connecting to people that
Reverend worked with
across the years," said Rev.
Janette Wilson, a longtime
senior advisor to Jackson
and executive director at
Rainbow PUSH Coalition.
"When you look at his
work, it is so vast in the
economic and political are-
nas."

Since his death last
month, Jackson's family
and allies have honored the
late reverend with com-
memorations, community
service and demonstrations
they say continue his work.

Mourners were first al-
lowed public visitations at
the Rainbow PUSH head-
quarters in February, giving
Jackson's longtime neigh-
bors a chance to say good-
bye to the civil rights leader.

The late reverend then lay
in state at the South Car-
olina Capitol. Jackson grew
up in segregated Greenville,
South Carolina. As a high
schooler, he led fellow stu-
dents into a protest that de-
segregated a local library,
starting a lifetime of civil
rights activism.

Services honoring Jack-
son in Washington, D.C.,
were postponed after a re-
quest for him to lie in honor
at the U.S. Capitol was de-
nied. House Republican
leadership cited the prece-
dent that only former presi-
dents and senior generals
regularly receive the privi-
lege.

Jackson's mentees also
honored his legacy by or-
ganizing on issues such as
voting rights, economic in-
equality and political organ-
izing in the weeks after his
passing. Rainbow PUSH
hosted a forum for commu-
nity organizers and clergy
whom Jackson mentored to
discuss his impact on their
careers.

Wilson said that the best
way to honor Jackson is to
continue advocating for
progressive, inclusive solu-
tions to the pressing eco-
nomic and political
challenges of the day. She
cited policies that addressed
the impending socioeco-
nomic effects of artificial
intelligence, improved pub-
lic schools and a focus on
youth mental health as areas
he was contemplative on at
the end of his life.

She also said that Jackson
never shied away from
being political.

"We're in a global mo-
ment where peace in the
world is in jeopardy, where
we just have bombs being
dropped carelessly, killing
children, innocent victims
of political actions," said
Wilson of the ongoing war
in the Middle East. "When
the government cuts SNAP
benefits and you have mil-
lions of children and fami-
lies who will be food
insecure, I think you have to
tell them that we're fighting
for you."

Services honoring Jack-
son in Washington, D.C.,
were postponed after a re-
quest for him to lie in honor
at the U.S. Capitol was de-
nied. House Republican
leadership cited the prece-
dent that only former presi-
dents and senior generals
regularly receive the privi-
lege.

Jackson's mentees also
honored his legacy by or-
ganizing on issues such as
voting rights, economic in-
equality and political organ-
izing in the weeks after his
passing. Rainbow PUSH
hosted a forum for commu-
nity organizers and clergy
whom Jackson mentored to
discuss his impact on their
careers.

Wilson said that the best
way to honor Jackson is to
continue advocating for
progressive, inclusive solu-
tions to the pressing eco-
nomic and political
challenges of the day. She
cited policies that addressed
the impending socioeco-
nomic effects of artificial
intelligence, improved pub-
lic schools and a focus on
youth mental health as areas
he was contemplative on at
the end of his life.

She also said that Jackson
never shied away from
being political.

"We're in a global mo-
ment where peace in the
world is in jeopardy, where
we just have bombs being
dropped carelessly, killing
children, innocent victims
of political actions," said
Wilson of the ongoing war
in the Middle East. "When
the government cuts SNAP
benefits and you have mil-
lions of children and fami-
lies who will be food
insecure, I think you have to
tell them that we're fighting
for you."

The headquarters also
greeted nearly 100 progres-
sive activists from Min-
nesota. The assembled
groups represented civil,
labor and immigrants' rights
groups who were recently
thrust into the national spot-

light after President Donald
Trump's administration's
enhanced immigration en-
forcement operation in the
state sparked protests.

"It's really empowering,
at least for me, to see the
coalition coming together
and to understand the his-
tory of civil rights and
human rights and immi-
grants' rights," said Yeng
Her, the organizing director
at the Immigrant Defense
Network, one of the organi-
zations that has protested
the Trump administration in
Minnesota.

The Jackson family in-
vited the activists to
Chicago to learn more
about Jackson's strategies
and find resources for their
own organizations. Organ-
izers met Rainbow PUSH
alumni and some of Jack-
son's children.

The gathering was a prel-
ude to both the private serv-
ice for Jackson's family and
another commemoration.

On Sunday, members of
the Jackson family and
many of Jackson's mentees
will travel to Selma, Ala-
bama, to commemorate the
"Bloody Sunday" protest
marches when civil rights
activists were beaten by po-
lice on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in 1965.

Jackson himself often at-
tended the same anniver-
sary march.

"Reverend always
thought three-dimension-
ally," said Jimmy Coleman,
a longtime aide to Jackson
and native of Selma.

"Selma has always stood
for the basics of what civil
rights is, what we are debat-
ing in policy. He was al-
ways focused on what we
needed in terms of policy in
any given political moment,
and that's what the march
represents," said Coleman.

Jesse Jackson

CBS News reports that gas prices have gone up on average by 26 cents since the war
started. Patrick De Haan, a petroleum expert at GasBuddy, told CBS News that the increase
represents an “unusually strong weekly climb.

While prices dipped below $3 in December, they’ve been steadily rising as the conflict
between Iran and the United States has begun to simmer. “Oil prices have been creeping
up on the possibility of attacks,” De Haan told CBS News. “The actual attacks themselves,
obviously, are a major escalation.” De Haan predicts that prices will continue to increase
by another 10 to 15 cents in the upcoming week before stabilizing. 

One of the key oil shipping routes is the Strait of Hormuz, which runs through Iran. The
prolonged bombings have slowed shipments through the Strait of Hormuz to a crawl, with
Iran’s counterattacks also impacting oil production in Saudi Arabia. De Haan estimates
that the United States is losing access to 20 million barrels of oil supply a day as a result
of the bombings. 

“Nothing can replace that,” De Haan told CBS News.
Like many of us, I’ve seen the impact of the Iran war on gas prices firsthand. Two weeks

ago, gas prices in my native area of Phoenix were around $3.15. Last week, when I filled
my tank up on Wednesday, it was about $3.60. On Thursday night, as my best friend and
I were driving home from a Joey Valence and Brae concert, we were both shocked to see
gas prices had increased to $4.15 in just a day. Nothing quite kills a post-concert high like
the realities of the U.S. economy. 

The increases come just over a week after Trump bragged about how low gas prices
have been during his State of the Union address. Trump was asked by Reuters if he had
any concern about how the Iran war would affect domestic gas prices. 

“I don’t have any concern about it,” Trump replied. “They’ll drop very rapidly when
this is over, and, if they rise, they rise, but this is far more important than having gasoline
prices go up a little bit.”

The lack of concern is crazy work, considering that affordability is one of the biggest
issues facing Americans. We’re in the buildup to the midterm elections, and Trump has
no concern about how his shortsighted actions in Iran. Polling shows that the majority of
voters already disapprove of Trump taking military action in Iran. According to the Hill,
a poll by Fox News also revealed that the majority of voters feel that Trump’s actions in
Iran have made the United States less safe.

If it’s only been a week and the majority of people aren’t on board with the war, public
opinion is only going to fall further as the war in Iran continues to negatively impact their
wallets. According to NBC News, the effects have already extended past the gas pump,
as mortgage interest rates have ticked up from 5.98% to 6.13%. 

The reason the Iran war is affecting mortgage prices is that mortgage rates are heavily
tied to the price of U.S. 10-year Treasury bonds. The yield on those bonds has increased
as concerns rise that the war in Iran will lead to higher inflation. Should inflation increase,
it could also lead the Federal Reserve to refuse to cut interest rates. 

At a time when the average American is already struggling to afford the cost-of-living,
and the labor market continues to contract, Trump decided to make that problem worse
over weapons of mass destruction that Iran doesn’t even have. 

Trump’s second term really feels like a monkey’s paw moment for Republicans. On
paper, they’ve been getting everything they’ve wanted from mass deportation to a more
hawkish approach to foreign policy, yet it’s only resulted in more widespread disapproval
for the GOP. 

Gas Prices

EarthTalk®
From the Editors of E -

The Environmental Maga-
zine

Dear EarthTalk: Are dis-
posable plastic straws re-
ally so terrible for the
environment and what are
some good alternatives that
won’t get mushy in liquid?

-- Mary
B., San Francisco, CA

A single-use straw, also
known as a disposable
straw, is made of plastic and
is intended to be thrown
away after one drink. The
materials that make these
straws are non-biodegrad-
able, meaning that their

waste is not broken down
naturally and often leads to
landfill pollution. These
plastic straws can take up to
200 years to decompose,
and unlike organic materi-
als, they are only frag-
mented into smaller pieces
known as microplastics that
have lasting impacts on
ecosystems.

Straws are among the top
waste items found in beach
clean-ups and are often in-
gested by marine animals,
leading to injury and death.
According to the Journal of

Science Advances, over
eight million metric tons of
plastic enter oceans annu-
ally, with single-use plastic
straws being significant
contributors. 

When microplastics are
consumed by marine life
and enter the food chain,
they eventually harm
human health. “It’s an in-
gestion issue,” says  Jon
Forrest Dohlin, Director of
the Wildlife Conservation
Society New York Aquar-
ium. “And as it does break
down to smaller and smaller

pieces, it works its way into
the food chain and is ab-
sorbed by animals, includ-
ing, by the way, humans.”
Moreover, due to the small
size of disposable straws,
they often fall through recy-
cling machinery and are left
to be discarded in landfills
and oceans. Disposable
straws also pose health risks
to humans and animals
through the harmful BPA
chemicals that can lead to
medical problems like re-
productive issues, develop-
mental delays and more.

Despite these environ-
mental and health harms,
disposable straws continue
to be used as a result of the
low production costs of
plastic and convenience, but
with plastic straws becom-
ing an increasing climate
concern, alternative straws
have become a greater pri-
ority. These substitutes in-
clude straws that are either
made of biodegradable or
reusable materials, includ-
ing paper, metal, bamboo,

glass, silicone and more. 

Oftentimes, the biggest
complaint against low-cost
biodegradable straws,
specifically those made out
of paper, is that they get
mushy in liquid. However,
it is possible to prioritize
health and sustainability
while also avoiding the
awkward feeling of mushy
materials in daily drinks.
For example, metal and sil-
icone straws drastically re-
duce waste, being both
reusable for years and easy
to clean without changing
the taste of your favorite
drinks. In 2019, Samantha
Grindell, an author at Busi-
ness Insider, wrote that
while pasta straws (yes,
made from pasta) worked
for water, she preferred
other alternatives for drinks
like coffee. “I think they're
a great alternative to plastic
or paper straws in restau-
rants, but I'd prefer to use a
reusable metal straw on a
day-to-day basis,” she says.

CONTACTS: Eco-Cycle
Straw-Free Pledge, HY-
PERLINK "https://ecocy-
cle.org/eco-living/refuse-an
d - r e d u c e / b e - s t r a w -
free"https://ecocycle.org/ec
o-living/refuse-and-re-
duce/be-straw-free; Plastic
Pollution Coalition Pledge,
H Y P E R L I N K
"http://www.plasticpollu-
tioncoalition.org/takeac-
tion/pledge"www.plasticpol
lutioncoalition.org/takeac-
tion/pledge. 

EarthTalk® is produced
by Roddy Scheer & Doug
Moss for the 501(c)3 non-
profit EarthTalk. See more
a t H Y P E R L I N K
" f i l e : / / / \ \ \ \ e m a g -
server\\Users\\Doug\\My%
20Documents\\EarthTalk\\
%20https:\\emagazine.com
" https://emagazine.com. To
donate, visit HYPERLINK
"https://earthtalk.org/"https:
//earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: HYPERLINK
"mailto:question@earth-
talk.org"question@earth-
talk.org.

The voter ID aspects would require a voter to provide two forms of ID that prove citi-
zenship, such as a passport or birth certificate. This could create problems for married
women who could have a different name on their birth certificate than on their driver’s li-
cense.

The bill would also place a blanket ban on mail-in ballots except for military and people
with disabilities. The GOP’s justification for all these changes is that it’s intended to pre-
vent noncitizens from voting, despite all evidence showing that’s an incredibly uncommon
occurrence. Trump and the GOP seem to think these changes will exclusively hurt Demo-
crat voters, despite 1 in 3 voters using mail-in ballots.  

“MUST GO TO THE FRONT OF THE LINE. I, as President, will not sign other Bills
until this is passed, AND NOT THE WATERED DOWN VERSION – GO FOR THE
GOLD,” he wrote. The Guardian reports that Trump also demanded new provisions be
added to the bill that would ban transgender people from participating in women’s sports
and gender-affirming surgeries for minors.

Trump is a deeply unpopular president, as more and more voters disapprove of his han-
dling of the economy, the tactics employed by ICE in their mass deportation campaign,
and the war in Iran, which is already having a pronounced, negative impact on the Amer-
ican economy. It was already looking like the Democrats would flip the House last year,
which is why Trump pushed several red states to engage in mid-decade redistricting efforts.
Several blue states, most notably California, began redistricting efforts of their own to
neutralize the gains. 

So now Trump is trying to make it that much harder to vote in the hopes that the GOP
maintains its narrow majority in Congress. In addition to pushing for the SAVE Act, Trump
has also called for the transfer of control over elections from states to the federal govern-
ment. Several of Trump’s advisers are reportedly drafting an executive order that would
declare a national emergency and allow the president to make changes to how elections
are conducted. 

While the SAVE America Act passed in the House, it’s facing significant pushback in
the Senate, where it needs to clear a 60-vote threshold to pass. The GOP has only a 53-47
majority in the House, meaning several Democrats would need to vote for the bill. Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer has publicly stated that no Democrats will vote for the
bill. 

Additionally, a study by the Brennan Center found that 21.3 million Americans lack im-
mediate access to proof of citizenship, meaning nearly a quarter of eligible voters could
be disenfranchised. “The SAVE Act would disenfranchise Americans of all ages and races,
but younger voters and voters of color would suffer disproportionately,” the Brennan Cen-
ter for Justice wrote in February.

“If Trump is saying he won’t sign any bills until the SAVE Act is passed, then so be it:
there will be total gridlock in the Senate,” Schumer posted on X Sunday. “Senate Democ-
rats will not help pass the SAVE Act under any circumstances.” 

SAVE America

-Announcement-
The Greene County Missionary Baptist

District Association 2026 Joint Board Ses-
sion will be Saturday, March 28, 2026, at
10:00 A.M., at the Greene County Baptist

District Christian Center, located on
Finches Ferry Road in Eutaw, Alabama.

Rev. Cedric D. Royal, Moderator.
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--Legal Notices--

Legal Notice 

Probate Office of

Greene County 

Case Number :2025-017

Estate of 

Charles E. Hardy,

Deceased

Letters of Administra-

tion of said deceased hav-

ing been granted to Greene

County Sheriff, Jonathan

Benison, as Personal Rep-

resentative on the 19th day

of February, 2026, by the

Honorable  Rolonda M.

Wedgeworth, Judge of Pro-

bate Court of Greene

County, notice is hereby

given that all persons hav-

ing claims against said es-

tate are hereby required to

present the same within the

time allowed by law or the

same will be barred.

G. Stephen Wiggins

CAPE & HOWARD, PC

1490 Northback 

Parkway, Suite 226

Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

3tcg 2/25. 3/4, 11

Legal Notice

In Re: The Estate of 

Carrie Lee Johnson

Coleman, Deceased

Letter of Testamentary

having been granted to

Elizabeth Ann Coleman

Pippen on the 24th day of

February, 2026, by the

Honorable Rolonda M.

Wedgeworth, Judge of Pro-

bate for the Greene County

, Alabama, notice is hereby

given that all persons hav-

ing claims against said Es-

tate are required to present

same within time allowed

by law or the same will be

barred.

Elizabeth Ann Coleman

Pippen 

Executrix of the Estate 

of Carrie Lee Johnson 

Coleman

Walter A. Griess 

Attorney for the 

Executrix

Griess, Shaw & 

Willingham , P.C.

315 Main Street

P.O. Box 528

Eutaw, AL 35463

Phone 205-372-9333

Fax 205-372-4027

Email

infor@eutawlaw.com

Legal Notice

MORTGAGE FORE-

CLOSURE SALE. Default

having been made in the

payment of the indebted-

ness secured by that certain

mortgage executed by

Mary Alma Chambers, a

single woman, originally in

favor of James B. Nutter &

Company, on July 26,

2008, said mortgage

recorded in the Office of

the Judge of Probate of

Greene County, Alabama,

in Mortgage Book 68 Page

813; the undersigned GIT-

SIT Solutions, LLC, not in

its individual capacity but

solely in its capacity as

Separate Trustee of GV

Trust 2026-1, as Mort-

gagee/Transferee, under

and by virtue of the power

of sale contained in said

mortgage, will sell at pub-

lic outcry to the highest

bidder for cash, in front of

the main entrance of the

Courthouse at Eutaw,

Greene County, Alabama,

on April 14, 2026, during

the legal hours of sale, all

of its rights, title, and inter-

est in and to the following

described real estate, situ-

ated in Greene County, Al-

abama, to-wit: Three

-Fourth (3/4) acre, more or

less, in the NW 1/4 of NW

1/4 of Section 4, Township

23 North, Range 2 East,

described as: From the in-

tersection of the Southeast

Right-of-Way of Greene

County Highway 51, with

the East line of said NW

1/4 of NW 1/4, Section 4,

run South along the East

line of the NW 1/4 of NW

1/4 a distance of 310 feet to

the Point of Beginning of

herein described property;

thence from said Point of

Beginning continue South

along the East line of NW

1/4 of NW 1/4, Section 4, a

distance of 140 feet; thence

North 69 degrees 45 min-

utes West for 366 feet to

the Southeast Right-of-

Way of Greene County

Highway 51; thence North-

easterly along said Right-

of-Way for 173 feet, thence

South 63 degrees 00 min-

utes East for 242 feet to the

Point of Beginning.. Prop-

erty street address for in-

formational purposes: 8484

County Road 191 , Eutaw,

AL 35462. THIS PROP-

ERTY WILL BE SOLD

ON AN “AS IS, WHERE

IS” BASIS, WITHOUT

WARRANTY OR RE-

COURSE, EXPRESSED

OR IMPLIED AS TO

TITLE, USE AND/OR

ENJOYMENT AND

WILL BE SOLD SUB-

JECT TO THE RIGHT OF

REDEMPTION OF ALL

PARTIES ENTITLED

THERETO. Alabama law

gives some persons who

have an interest in property

the right to redeem the

property under certain cir-

cumstances. Programs may

also exist that help persons

avoid or delay the foreclo-

sure process. An attorney

should be consulted to help

you understand these rights

and programs as a part of

the foreclosure process.

This sale is made for the

purpose of paying the in-

debtedness secured by said

mortgage, as well as the

expenses of foreclosure.

The successful bidder must

tender certified funds in the

amount of the winning bid

made payable to Tiffany &

Bosco, P.A. at the time and

place of the sale. The sale

will be conducted subject

to: (1) confirmation that

the sale is not prohibited

under the U.S. Bankruptcy

Code, (2) final confirma-

tion with the

Mortgagee/Transferee, and

if applicable, (3) collection

of purchaser information

needed to comply with the

reporting requirements

under the Financial Crimes

Enforcement Network’s

Residential Real Estate Re-

porting Rule (31 C.F.R.

Part 1031) and reimburse-

ment of any expenses in-

curred as a result of the

collection of such informa-

tion. The

Mortgagee/Transferee and

Tiffany & Bosco, P.A shall

not be liable for any dam-

ages whatsoever. If the sale

is set aside for any reason,

the purchaser at the sale

shall be only entitled to a

return of the bid amount.

The Mortgagee/Transferee

reserves the right to bid for

and purchase the real estate

and to credit its purchase

price against the expenses

of sale and the indebted-

ness secured by the real es-

tate. This sale is subject to

postponement or cancella-

tion. GITSIT Solutions,

LLC, not in its individual

capacity but solely in its

capacity as Separate

Trustee of GV Trust 2026-

1, ("Transferee") Tiffany &

Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th

Place South, Suite 300,

Homewood, AL 35223

www.tblaw.com TB File

Number: 26-01614-KO-

AL 03/04/2026,

03/11/2026, 03/18/2026

In accordance with

Chapter 1, Title 39, Code

of Alabama, 1975, as

amended, notice is hereby

given that Frasier-Ousley

Construction and Engi-

neering, Inc., Contractor,

has completed the Contract

for Park Improvements

Project, for The Town of

Forkland, Owner, and have

made request for final set-

tlement of said Contract.

All persons having any

claim for labor, materials,

or otherwise in connection

with this project should im-

mediately notify 5020 En-

gineering Resource Group

Incorporated, 130 CR 164,

Jemison, AL 35085.

Frasier-Ousley Con-

struction and Engineering,

Inc.

1105 Singleton Drive

Selma, AL 36701

3tcg 3/11, 18, 25

NOTICE OF FORE-

CLOSURE SALE

GREENE COUNTY

Default having been

made in the payment of the

indebtedness secured by

that certain mortgage exe-

cuted by Bessie Hall, a

widow, originally in favor

of United States of Amer-

ica, acting through the

Farmers Home Adminis-

tration, United States De-

partment of Agriculture on

August 25, 1993, said

mortgage recorded in the

Office of the Judge of Pro-

bate of Greene County, Al-

abama,  at Book 37, Page

154; the undersigned

United States of America,

acting through the Farmers

Home Administration,

United States Department

of Agriculture, as Mort-

gagee/Transferee, under

and by virtue of the power

of sale contained in said

mortgage, will sell at pub-

lic outcry to the highest

bidder for cash or certified

funds, in front of the main

entrance of the Courthouse

at Greene County, Ala-

bama, on April 9, 2026,

during the legal hours of

sale, all of its right, title,

and interest in and to the

following described real

estate, situated in Greene

County, Alabama, to-wit:

A ONE (1) ACRE

TRACT IN NE 1/4 OF

SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP

21 NORTH, RANGE 1

EAST, IN GREENE

COUNTY ALABAMA:

DESCRIBED AS BE-

GINNING AT A POINT

ON THE EAST SECTION

LINE AT THE NORTH

MARGIN OF A PUBLIC

ROAD, SAID POINT

BEING 2,744 FEET

NORTH OF THE SE

CORNER OF SAID SEC-

TION 3, TOWNSHIP 21

NORTH, RANGE 1

EAST, PROCEED

NORTH 4°50' WEST

208.7 FEET TO AN IRON

PIN, THENCE NORTH

88° WEST 208.7 FEET TO

AN IRON PIN, THENCE

SOUTH 4°50' EAST 208.

7 FEET TO AN IRON PIN

ON THE NORTH MAR-

GIN OF SAID PUBLIC

ROAD, THENCE SOUTH

88° EAST 208.7 FEET TO

AN IRON PIN AND

POINT OF BEGINNING.

Property street address

for informational purposes:

RR 2 Box 164-A  Boligee,

AL 35443

THIS PROPERTY

WILL BE SOLD ON AN

"AS IS, WHERE IS"

BASIS, SUBJECT TO

ANY EASEMENTS, EN-

CUMBRANCES, AND

EXCEPTIONS RE-

FLECTED IN THE

MORTGAGE AND

THOSE CONTAINED IN

THE RECORDS OF THE

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE

OF PROBATE OF THE

COUNTY WHERE THE

ABOVE-DESCRIBED

PROPERTY IS SITU-

ATED. THIS PROPERTY

WILL BE SOLD WITH-

OUT WARRANTY OR

RECOURSE, EX-

PRESSED OR IMPLIED

AS TO TITLE, USE

AND/OR ENJOYMENT

AND WILL BE SOLD

SUBJECT TO THE

RIGHT OF REDEMP-

TION OF ALL PARTIES

ENTITLED THERETO.

Alabama law gives some

persons who have an inter-

est in property the right to

redeem the property under

certain circumstances. Pro-

grams may also exist that

help persons avoid or delay

the foreclosure process. An

attorney should be con-

sulted to help you under-

stand these rights and

programs as a part of the

foreclosure process. This

sale is made for the pur-

pose of paying the indebt-

edness secured by said

mortgage, as well as the

expenses of foreclosure.

The successful bidder must

tender cash or certified

funds made payable to

Aldridge Pite, LLP at the

time and place of the sale.

If sale is voided, Mort-

gagee/Transferee shall re-

turn the bid amount to the

successful purchaser. The

Mortgagee/Transferee and

Aldridge Pite, LLP shall

not be liable to the pur-

chaser for any damages. If

the sale is set aside for any

reason, the purchaser at the

sale shall be only entitled

to a return of the bid

amount. The

Mortgagee/Transferee re-

serves the right to bid for

and purchase the real estate

and to credit its purchase

price against the expenses

of sale and the indebted-

ness secured by the real es-

tate. This sale is subject to

postponement or cancella-

tion. United States of

America, acting through

the Farmers Home Admin-

istration, United States De-

partment of Agriculture,

Mortgagee/Transferee

ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP

Six Piedmont Center  3525

Piedmont Road, N.E.,

Suite 700  Atlanta, GA

30305. Attorney for Mort-

gagee/Transferee.

Newspaper: Greene

County Democrat

Publication Dates:

3/11/2026, 3/18/2026,

3/25/2026

THIS OFFICE IS ACT-

ING AS A DEBT COL-

LECTOR AND IS

ATTEMPTING TO COL-

LECT A DEBT. ANY IN-

F O R M A T I O N

OBTAINED WILL BE

USED FOR THAT PUR-

POSE.

3tcg 3/11,18, 25

Legal Notice

In the Matter of

The Estate of 

James Willice Lashley,

Deceased

Notice to Creditors

Letters Testamentary

under the last will and tes-

tament of James Willice

Lashley, deaceased, having

been granted to the under-

signed on the 24th day of

February, 2025, by the

Hon. Rolonda M. Wedge-

worth, Probate Judge of

Greene  County, Alabama,

notice is hereby given that

all person  having claims

against said estate are

hereby required to present

the same within the time

allowed by law or the sam

will be barred.

Dawn Elizabeth Lashley

Abram

Danah Ruth Lashley

Graham, Co- Personal

Representatives of the

Estate of  James Willice

Lashley, deceased 

Richard G. Cross

Watkins Cross, LLC

P.O. Box 1528

Livingston,  Alabama

35470

3tcg 3/11,18, 25

See Legal Notices,
p. 9

Public Hearing Notice
The Town of Forkland will hold a public hearing on Thursday March 19, 2026 at

10:00 am at the Town of Forkland Town Hall to discuss the completion of the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG Project Number SM-CE-PF-22-
030) that involved the park improvements. The Town is interested in obtaining

all citizens’ input on the performance of local officials, the Town staff, staff, con-
sultants, administrators, engineers, and contractors, and the actual use of

CDBG funding during the implementation of the project. Citizens will also be re-
quested to assess the performance of the Town of Forkland in resolving identi-
fied community development needs and in achieving community development
goals and objectives. All citizens, including those in the targeted area are en-

couraged to attend in order to comment on the proposed activities. For more in-
formation or if you require special accommodations at the hearing, contact

Kinya Isaac-Turner, Town Clerk at (334) 289-3032. 

Fundraiser Program for
EMS Ambulance

March 29, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.
New Generation Church  Eutaw, Al

“Super Bowl Pastors”

-Pastor Joe N. Webb & Men of Praise
-Pastor Randy Miller & Choir,

Mt. Zion, Mt. Hebron
-Pastor Eugene Foster & Choir,

Second Baptist
-Pastor Samuel Ezell & Choir,

Zion Brush Creek Eutaw, And Friendship
Baptist Hale County.

EMS Ambulance Need All of Us to Pack the Church
Be A Helping Hand

Commission

Two members of the

new ambulance board were

present at the meeting,

Luther “Nat” Winn, Chair

and Loretta Webb Wilson,

member. Ms. Wilson said

she was planning to put a

proposal in to Congress-

woman Sewell’s office for

a 2027 appropriation for a

second ambulance and

wanted to be sure that the

ambulance service would

be considered a non-profit

public corporation.

Ms. Altheria Wilder,

Commission CFO pre-

sented the financial report

for the Commission, as of

February 28, 2026. The

Commission had

$8,021,006 in Citizens

Trust Bank and $2,193,479

in  Merchants and Farmers

Bank for a total of

$10,214,485. Of This total

$4.2 million is in unre-

stricted funds and $6.0 was

in restricted funds. Another

$1.9 million was in Certifi-

cates of Deposit and In-

vestments.

For February 2026, the

Commission spent

$1,772,434 for accounts

payable and payroll, with

another $97, 395 in elec-

tronic claims for employee

taxes and retirement. All

departments wrestle oper-

ating within their budgets

at the end of the fifth

month of the fiscal year

which began October 1,

2025.
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SPOT and YLI Students participate
in the historical Bloody Sunday

March

On Sunday, March 8, 2026, students, and chaperones boarded
a chartered bus in Eutaw, Alabama to visit historic Selma, Al-
abama. Students in attendance were part of SPOT (Strategi-
cally Preparing Our Teens), and YLI (Youth Leadership
Institute) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, inc.®, Alpha Beta Nu
Omega. Chapter. The students traveled to Selma, Alabama to
participate in the 61st anniversary reenactment of Bloody
Sunday by marching across the Edmund Pettus Bridge with
thousands other individuals from across the world.  Accord-
ing to Judge Jones-Osborne, this was an important trip for
the children to not only learn about their history but to also
meet and talk with other young people from around the world.   

Bloody Sunday

Spiver Gordon, Greene County civil rights veteran and foot soldier next to Con-
gresswoman Sewell on bridge

The anniversary was celebrated in this city that served as crucible for the voting rights
movement, with events through the weekend ending with a commemorative march
across the bridge Sunday. But the commemoration came as the U.S. Supreme Court
considers a case that could limit a provision of the Voting Rights Act that has helped
ensure some congressional and local districts are drawn so minority voters have a chance
to elect their candidate of choice.

“I’m concerned that all of the advances that we made for the last 61 years are going
to be eradicated,” said Charles Mauldin, 78, one of the marchers beaten on Bloody Sun-
day.

Former and current Democratic officeholders, civil rights leaders and tourists de-
scended on Selma to pay homage to the pivotal moment of the Civil Rights Movement
and to issue calls to action. Speakers warned of the looming court decision and criticized
the Trump administration’s actions on immigration and efforts to roll back diversity,
equity, and inclusion.

Standing at the pulpit of the historic Tabernacle Baptist Church, Maryland Gov. Wes
Moore, said that like the marchers on Bloody Sunday, they must press forward.

“Years after Bloody Sunday, the progress that stemmed from that sacrifice is now
being rolled back right in our faces,” the governor said. Moore is the nation’s only Black
governor currently in office.

“We are choosing this fight because those who marched across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge deserve better than us cowering while the freedoms that we inherited and they
fought for are being ripped away,” Moore said.

Illinois, Gov. JB Pritzker, speaking at a rally at the foot of the bridge, said racism is
on the rise in America and “Trump’s Supreme Court is gutting the Voting Rights Act.”

“Let’s march forward today with the knowledge that we are the inheritors of the faith
that brought marchers to the bridge 61 years ago. It is now on us to bend the arc of the
moral universe toward justice,” Pritzker said.

The annual commemoration in Selma is a mix of a civil rights remembrances, church
services and a street festival filled with vendors and food trucks. It is also part political
rally with an eye on November’s midterm elections and a longer view to the 2028 pres-
idential race.

The commemoration included a tribute to the late Rev. Jesse Jackson, the civil rights
leader and two-time presidential candidate who regularly attended the annual Selma
march. He died on Feb. 17 at age 84.

Yusef Jackson said his father’s legacy will be carried forward. “In November, we will
go back to the polls and take our government back, setting our country on the right
path,” Jackson said.

The looming court decision cast a shadow over the festivities. Justices are expected
to rule soon on a Louisiana case, Calais vs Louisiana, about the role of race in drawing
congressional districts. A ruling prohibiting or limiting that role could have sweeping
consequences, potentially opening the door for Republican-controlled states to redistrict
and roll back majority Black and Latino districts that tend to favor Democrats.

U.S. Rep. Shomari Figures won election in 2024 to an Alabama district that was re-
drawn by a federal court to give Black voters a greater voice. His district will likely be
targeted if the state gets the opportunity to redraw lines. He said what happened in Selma
and the subsequent passage of the Voting Rights Act “was monumental in shaping what
America looks like and how America is represented in Congress.”

In 1965, the Bloody Sunday marchers led by John Lewis and Hosea Williams walked
in pairs across the Selma bridge headed toward the state capital of Montgomery.
Mauldin, then 17, was part of the third pair behind Williams and Lewis.

At the apex of the bridge, they could see the sea of law enforcement officers, including
some on horseback, waiting for them. But they kept going.

“It wasn’t that we didn’t have fear, it’s that we chose courage over fear,” Mauldin re-
called.

Spiver Gordon, Greene County civil rights leader said this anniversary was a little
bitter-sweet, since three close friends, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Joanne Bland and Rev.
Bernard Lafayette, had all passed in the three weeks leading up to this 61st anniversary
of Bloody Sunday.

A crowd of several thousand filed behind elected officials on this Sunday for the
march across the bridge, this time protected by state law enforcement officers.
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Carolyn’s Tid Bits...by Carolyn Young

Will Sit with Elderly For more information
call 205 - 344-2718  or 1-659-216-4529 

Doris Newell

NOTICE

The Greene County Highway Department 
is seeking: 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC

•Drivers License Required
•Repairs Automotive & Heavy Equipment
•Performs Maintenance on Automotive &

Heavy Equipment

TEMPORARY WORKERS FOR
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

•Driver License is required •Semi-Skilled
Work

•Operates Light to Heavy Equipment

Apply at Greene County Highway
Department

521 Prairie Avenue
Eutaw, Alabama 35462

(205) 372-3302

Hours of Operation: 7:00 am-3:00 pm
Monday –Friday

Timeline to Apply: Ongoing

Greene County Highway Department Is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

---Legal Notices---

Fight one more round.

When your feet are so tired

that you have to shuffle

back to the center of the

ring, fight one more round.

When your arms are so

tired that you can hardly

lift your hand to come on

guard, fight  one more

round.When your arms are

so tired tht you can hardly

lift your hands to come on

guard, fight one more

round.When your nose is

bleeding and  your eyes are

black and you are so tired

that your wish your opo-

nent would crack  you one

on  the jaw and put you to

sleep, fight one more round

-remembering  that the

man who always fight one

more round is never

whipped. 

Happy birthday to Henry

Miles Jr., Jacqueline Allen,

Tabitha J. Scott, Darrell

Lockett Jr., LaToya Soto,

Ayesha Robertson, Kenya

Kennedy, Cynthia C.

Brown, Harmonii Long,

Annie Welsey,  Cassandra

Palmer, Derrick Chavers,

Charles William, Alayshia

Bester, Lou Branch Jr.,

Adrianna Dixon, Diane

Johnson, Shyla Hunter,

Kakeisha Smoot, Rev.

Esmer Davis, Daffany

Colvin, Desario Little,

Elizabeth Lewis and James

Beck.

Happy Anniversary to

Mr. and Mrs. Renea &

Charles Finch.

“The man  who get

ahead is the one  who does

more than is neccessary -

and keeps on doing it.”

MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE NO-

TICE 

Default having been

made in the terms of the

mortgage executed to Peo-

ples Bank of Greensboro

by Kashundria Williams

and Javorris L. Conner on

the 26th day of April, 2022, 

'" which said mortgage is

recorded in the office of the

Judge of Probate of Greene

County,  Alabama, in Mort-

gage Book 0091 at page

101, and said default con-

tinuing, the undersigned

will sell at public outcry

for cash to the highest bid-

der, in front of the Court

House door of Greene

County, Alabama, between

the legal hours of sale, on

the 31 st day of March,

2026, the following de-

scribed real estate situated

in Greene, Alabama, to-

wit: 

Commence at the North-

west corner of the South-

east Quarter of the

Southwest Quarter of Sec-

tion 15 Township 24 North,

Range 2 East, Greene

County, Alabama, and run

South 00 degrees 54 min-

utes 20 seconds West a dis-

tance of 352.45 feet to a Yz

inch iron pin capped 

"HOGGLE PLS

#22677"; thence run South

89 degrees 24 minutes 14

seconds East a distance of

1.260.81 feet to a Yz inch

iron pin capped "HOGGLE

PLS #22677" on the West

right of way of Greene

County Highway # 191.

said highway having an 80

foot wide right-of-way

margin as shown on Right-

of- Way Map, Snoddy lena

Road, S.A.C.P. 354-B;

thence run North 07 de-

grees 08 minutes 19 sec-

onds West along said

right-of-way margin a dis-

tance of 355.68 feet to a Y2

inch Iron pin capped

"HOGGLE PLS #22677",

and thence  run North 89

degrees 24 minutes 14 sec-

onds West a distance of

1,211.03 feet to the point of

beginning. 

Said parcel containing

10.00 acres, more or less. 

Said sale is made for the

purpose of paying the

mortgage debt and the

costs and expenses of fore-

closure. 

PEOPLES BANK OF

GREENSBORO 

Mortgagee 

NICHOLAS H.

COBBS, JR. 

Attorney for Mortgagee 

1110 Main Street 

Greensboro, AL 36744 

(334) 507-3950 

3tcg  3/4,11,18

Legal Notice

In Re: The Estate of 

Erma Myrtle Hitt, 

Deceased

Letter of Testamentary

having been granted to

Adrianna Hitt Williams on

the 3rd day of March,

2026, by the Honorable

Rolonda M. Wedgeworth,

Judge of Probate for

Greene County, Alabama,

notice is hereby given that

all persons having claims

against said Estate are re-

quired to present same with

in the time allowed by law

of the same will  barred.

Adrianna Hitt Williams 

Executrix of the Estate 

of Erma Myrtle Hitt, 

Deceased

Walter A. Griess

Attorney for the

Executrix

Griess , Shaw & 

Willingham, P.C.

315 Main Street

P.O. Box 528

Eutaw, Al 35462

Phone: 205-9333

Fax : 205- 372-4027

3tcg 3/11, 28, 25

Eutaw Mini Storage 

P.O. Box 529

Eutaw, Al 35462

205-372-9321

Notice  is hereby to

Melba Craig that the con-

test in Unit #5 will be sold

to the highest bidder at

10:00 on March 31, 2026

at the Eutaw Mini-Storage

located at Finches Ferry

Road in Eutaw, Alabama.

3tcg 3/11,18, 25

Help Wanted

License Clerk need in the Probate Office.  Must have computer experience and
be able to travel.  You can pick up application and job description in the office of

Brenda Burke on the Commissions side.  All applications must be in by 4 p.m.
March 25th.

Johnni Strode-Morning volunteered
for games

Submitted by:  Johnni
Strode-Morning,

Alumni of Stillman Col-

lege, Johnni Strode-Morn-

ing volunteered February

24th and 25th for the 2026

HBCUAC Hope Credit

Union Men's and Women's

Basketball Championships

which took place at the

Birthright Alumni Hall on

the campus of Stillman

College (3601 Stillman

Blvd, Tuscaloosa, AL

35401)! 

Her job and shift duties

were to be a Team

Host/Greeter on Tuesday,

February 24th and

Wednesday, February 25th,

2026. 

Each Team Host effec-

tively greeted, directed,

and assisted the team and

coaching staff to the as-

signed locker room and the

court, ensuring they have a

smooth and positive expe-

rience at the facility.

All events were located

inside Birthright Alumni

Hall. Each Hostess/Greeter

had access to food and

drinks and received a vol-

unteer polo shirt.

Johnni Strode-Morning,

a native of Boligee is a

graduate of Stillman Col-

lege and is a member of the

Tuscaloosa Stillman Col-

lege Alumni Association,

Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.

Numerous other

Tuscaloosa Stillman Col-

lege Alumni members vol-

unteered for the HBCUAC

Hope Credit Union Men's

and Women's Basketball

Championships week long

games. The year 2026 is

Johnni's second year to

volunteer at her Alma

Mater for the HBCU

Championship Tournament

Games.  
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SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

$25 Greene
County 

Residents

$30 Alabama
Residents

$35 Out-of-State
Residents

Name____________________________________

Address__________________________________

City________ State______________ Zip________
email_________________________Phone_____________

PHONE : 205-372-3373 FAX: 205-372-2243

Mail to: The Greene County Democrat
P.O. Box 598  Eutaw, AL 35462
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JOSHUA J. SWORDS

Attorney at Law
Tuscaloosa County Office Greene  County Office
600 Lurleen B. Wallace Blvd., S. Oliver Scott House
Courthouse Plaza, Suite 120 329 Prairie Ave
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 Eutaw, Al 35462

JSwords@Swordslaw. com
Phone: 205-409-0673

Facsimile: 205-409-0672
Tuscaloosa, Al 35401

BOLIGEE ELECTRICAL
OVER 16 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

“CALL US FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS” 
Store Hours

8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Monday - Friday
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL

215 Boligee Street  Eutaw, AL 35462
CELL:   205-496-6019

Email : BoligeeElectric@bellsouth.net

Reginald Cheatem 
Proprietor

Ala-SCAN Central

SERVICES

APPLIANCE RE-

PAIR: Prompt local

service available for

appliance repair.

Washer/Dryer, Dish-

washer, Refrigerator,

Stove/Oven and all

major appliances. Cer-

tified, Insured techs.

Satisfaction guaran-

teed. Call to schedule

your appointment

now! 1-877-441-0132

B E A U T I F U L

BATH UPDATES in

as little as ONE DAY!

Superior quality bath

and shower systems at

A F F O R D A B L E

PRICES! Lifetime

warranty & profes-

sional installs. Call

Now! 1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV,

Tractor or Golf Cart?

A D V E R T I S E

STATEWIDE or by

region in over 100

Newspapers, reaching

over 1 million readers

each week!  Run your

ad in our Classified

Network for just $210

per week! Make one

call to this newspaper

(participating Ala-

SCAN newspaper) or

call 1-800-264-7043

to find out how easy it

is to advertise

statewide! 

WATER DAMAGE

CLEANUP &

RESTORATION: A

small amount of water

can lead to major dam-

age in your home. Our

trusted professionals

dry out the wet area

and do repairs to pro-

tect your family and

your home's value! If

you have water in your

home that needs to be

dried, Call 24/7: 1-

833-879-1371 Have

zip code of service lo-

cation ready when you

call! 

We Buy Houses for

Cash AS IS! No re-

pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get

cash offer and get

paid. Get your fair

cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys

Houses: 1-877-385-

7131

Consumer Cellular -

the same reliable, na-

tionwide coverage as

the largest carriers. No

long-term contract, no

hidden fees and acti-

vation is free. All

plans feature unlim-

ited talk and text, start-

ing at just $20/month.

For more information,

call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXY-

GEN THERAPY

USERS! Discover

Oxygen Therapy That

Moves with You with

Inogen Portable Oxy-

gen Concentrators.

FREE information kit.

Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA

and CIALIS USERS!

A cheaper alternative

to high drugstore

prices! 50 Pill Special

- Only $99! 100%

guaranteed. CALL

NOW: 1-833-641-

6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-

ANCE from Physi-

cians Mutual

Insurance Company.

Coverage for 400 plus

procedures. Real den-

tal insurance - NOT

just a discount plan.

Do not wait! Call

now! Get your FREE

Dental Information

Kit with all the details!

1 - 8 7 7 - 8 1 7 - 4 6 9 7

www.dental50plus.co

m/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV

& INTERNET. If you

are overpaying for

your service, call now

for a free quote and

see how much you can

save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW

FLOORING?   Call

today to schedule a

FREE in-home esti-

mate on Carpeting &

Flooring. Call Today!

1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning

out gutters. Guaran-

teed! LeafFilter is the

most advanced gutter

protection for your

home, backed by a no-

clog guarantee and

lifetime transferrable

warranty. Call today 1-

833-683-2005 to

schedule a FREE in-

spection and no obli-

gation estimate. Plus

get 20% off! Seniors

and military save an

additional 10%. Re-

strictions apply, see

representative for war-

ranty and offer details

Prepare for power

outages today with a

Generac Home

Standby Generator.

Act now to receive a

FREE 7-Year war-

ranty with qualifying

purchase* Call 1-877-

323-5516 today to

schedule a free quote.

It’s not just a genera-

tor. It’s a power move.

Replace your roof

with the best looking

and longest lasting

material steel from

Erie Metal Roofs!

Three styles and mul-

tiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a

lifetime! Limited Time

Offer up to 50% off in-

stallation + Additional

10% off install (for

military, health work-

ers & 1st responders.)

Call Erie Metal Roofs:

1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car,

truck, boat, RV and

more to support our

veterans! Schedule a

FAST, FREE vehicle

pickup and receive a

top tax deduction! Call

Veteran Car Donations

at 1-877-724-3049

today!

GOT AN UN-

WANTED CAR???

DONATE IT TO PA-

TRIOTIC HEARTS.

Fast free pick up. Pa-

triotic Hearts’ pro-

grams help veterans

find work or start their

own business. Call

24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Law Office of 
Glen McCord, Esq

Licensed Engineer
Licensed Land Surveyor

311 North Street
Livingston, Al 35470

(205) 718-4047
gmccord@glenmccordlaw.com

Disclaimer
These recoveries and testimonials are not an indication of future re-
sults.  Every case is different regardless of what friends, family or other
individuals say about what a case is worth.  Each case must be evalu-
ated on its own facts and circumstances as they apply to the law.  The
valuation of a case depends on the facts, the injuries, the jurisdiction,
the venue, the witnesses, the parties and the testimony among other
factors.  Furthermore, No representation that the quality of legal serv-
ices to be performed are greater than the services performed by other
lawyers.

EUTAW
ACCENT
TIRE  &

Flower Shop

205-372-5444
207 Boligee Street- Eutaw, Al 

You can always depend on your complete 
Tires and Floral Services

Hours:
Mon- Thur.  7 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fri.  7a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
************

New  & Used Tires-
Batteries,  Tire Repairs, 

Tire Balance /Rotation
Daily Floral- Deliveries FTD

Kate Peterson
Solve all problems,

Will remove bad luck 
All my work
guaranteed 

Specializes in love,
money and health 

Call (512)  470-9147.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Zion Hill 

Missionary 
Baptist  Church
Pleasant Ridge   
is in search of a

MUSICIAN. 
1st and 3rd

Sunday. 
Contact Dec.
Floyzelle at

205-496-2910 or
205-372-5821.

Huge sale on light
bulbs!

Lights bulbs .50
Appliances:

Washers, Dryers,
Refrigerators,

Stoves..etc

ACCIDENTS & 
INJURIES

AUTO & TRUCK 
ACCIDENTS,

WRONGFUL DEATH, 
SLIP & FALL

Office-205-933-7533
Cell – 205-901-6129

“I like Big Bucks and I cannot lie”
24 HOUR

SERVICE –
FREE 

CONSULTATION
OVER 100 YEARS COMBINED

EXPERIENCE 
FRANK S. BUCK P.C. ATTORNEY

2160 14TH Ave South
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35255

NO REPRESENTATION IS MADE THAT THE QUALITY OF THE LEGAL
SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED IS GREATER THAN THE QUALITY OF LEGAL SERVICES

PERFORMED BY OTHER LAWYERS


